Repentance To and fear of allah in Ramadan
 (At-Taqwa, At-Tawba, Ramadan) 
O people maintain and renew your fear of the punishment of Allah or Taqwa, and be mindful of your actions openly and secretly; and purify your Taqwa so it may be a shield and an asset for you on the day of Reckoning.
 Allah (SWT) says in Surat Al-Hashr: 18
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يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اتَّقُوا اللَّهَ وَلْتَنْظُرْ نَفْسٌ مَا قَدَّمَتْ لِغَدٍ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ إِنَّ اللَّهَ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ[image: image2.png]


 [الحشر:18].
In the meaning of:” O you who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to what (provision) He has sent forth for tomorrow. Fear Allah, for He is well-acquainted with (all) that you do. “
The days, months and years of our lives quickly slip by us and quietly whisper their farewell until the next appointed time; and today we are readying ourselves to welcome a dear and blessed guest. A guest with whom we have become very familiar; familiar with its signs and merits, with its blessings and rewards, and with its obligations and duties. It is the blessed month of Ramadan; the month of Mercy and forgiveness, the month of repentance and acceptance of prayer, the month of salvation from the torment of Hellfire, and the month of excellence in deeds and rewards. 
Allah(SWT) says in Surat Al-Baqara: 185
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شَهْرُ رَمَضَانَ الَّذِي أُنزِلَ فِيهِ الْقُرْآنُ هُدًى لِلنَّاسِ وَبَيِّنَاتٍ مِنْ الْهُدَى وَالْفُرْقَانِ[image: image4.png]


 [البقرة:185]
In the meaning of:

“Ramadan is the (month) during which was sent down the Qur'an, as a guide to mankind, and as the standard by which to discern the true from the false, the right from wrong. “

It is a month during which the Shaytan and his helpers will be shackled, a month during which the gates of the Hellfire will be shut and the gates of Paradise will be opened wide. It’s also the month during which every night, a caller will say: “O you who desires good come closer, and O you who desires mischief leave it behind”. It is a month that brings joy and delight to every Muslim. Those who did good and practiced Ehsan will find a chance to increase their good deeds and their Ehsan, and those who shortchanged themselves will find a chance to ask for forgiveness, mercy and acceptance. 

It is indeed a month of blessings and bounty for all believers. It is a month of revival of the soul after its death and a month of contentment and cleansing of the self. It is a month whoever fasts it out of sincere belief and expecting the reward of Allah will have all his prior sins forgiven, and whoever livens its nights with Qiyyam out of sincere belief and expecting the reward of Allah will have all his prior sins forgiven. It is a month during which there is a night that is better than a thousand months; and whoever makes Qiyyam on that night out of sincere belief and for the sake of Allah will have all his prior sins forgiven as our Prophet(PBUH) had reported to us.The greatest deed one can perform during that month is fasting as prescribed by Allah (SWT) so we may attain Taqwa. 
Allah(SWT) says in Surat Al-Baqara:183
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يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا كُتِبَ عَلَيْكُمْ الصِّيَامُ كَمَا كُتِبَ عَلَى الَّذِينَ مِنْ قَبْلِكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَتَّقُونَ[image: image6.png]


 [البقرة:183]
In the meaning of: “O You who have attained to faith! Fasting is ordained for you as it was ordained for those before you, so that you might remain conscious of God “

And so it is a month of restraining one self and cleansing, a month of Qiyyam and Tharaweeh, a month of Dhikr/Thasbeeh and remembrance of Allah, a month of compassion and mercy toward the needy and the poor. It’s a month favored by Allah, and made as an example of discipline and control, a middle pivot for the five Islamic pillars. 
It was favored by being the month during which the Quran was revealed to our noble Prophet (PBUH). The gates of forgiveness are opened wide to those seeking forgiveness and repentance, the Du’as are heard and answered, the deeds are elevated, the shortcomings are overlooked, the sins are forgiven, and hardships are eased. As our Prophet (PBUH) had said:
((ورمضانُ إلى رَمَضان مكفِّرات لما بينهنّ إذا اجتنِبَت الكبائر))[2]
In the meaning of: “…and between Ramadan to the following Ramadan is expiation of all small sins“.

As Muslims, we should always be aware and remind ourselves that opportunities for good deeds will not last forever but are instead fleeting moments that we must catch. No sooner do we begin the blessed month of Ramadan that it will be on its way out. And whatever gain we will manage to get from Ramadan we will only have a fleeting moment to endeavor for it, and whatever endurance and patience we think we must put up, it will only be for a fleeting moment. We ask Allah to make us of those who will have gained His Mercy. We ask Allah to make us of those who will have gained His acceptance and His closeness, and we ask Allah to make it easy for us to gain the best of His rewards especially during the blessed month of Ramadan and to give us the best of closures.
Our Prophet (PBUH) says :

: ((من خاف أدلَج، ومن أدلَجَ بلغ المنزِل، ألا إنَّ سلعةَ الله غالية، ألا إنَّ سلعة الله الجنة))[4].
In the meaning of: “Tribulation will cause restlessness, and restlessness will cause diligence; and Allah’s trade is precious; for Allah’s merchandise is Paradise“. This means that we must ready ourselves with sincerity to reap the best of benefits from the divine opportunities presented to us; this means that we must ready ourselves with sincerity to expend our energies and to spend our best efforts to take advantage of those opportunities. How many a fasting person gained nothing from their fasting but hunger and thirst because of their insincerity; and how many a person standing at night for Qiyyam gained nothing but fatigue and sleeplessness because of their insincerity. We ask Allah (SWT) to make us of those whose actions are always sincerely for His sake, and we ask Allah to make us of those whose lives are dedicated for the sake of Allah (SWT).
In the same way that one must cleanse themselves before every Salat, so too for fasting we must cleanse our hearts and stay away from all that is Haraam and stay away from all disobedience to the rules of Allah (SWT). The best ethics anyone can adorn themselves in welcoming a divine bounty from Allah is to ask Allah for forgiveness and make Istighfar to Him. How else could we ask Allah for more of His bounties, make Du’a to Him, or hope for His Mercy and all the meanwhile persist in carrying more sins through neglect and disregard for the rules of Allah (SWT)? 
Disobedience to Allah can only deny the acceptance of Du’a as our Prophet (PBUH) had said when he mentioned the long time traveler who raises his hands in Du’a asking Allah saying “O Allah, O Allah…” and his food is Haraam and his drink is Haraam, and his clothing is Haraam and is fed with Haraam. Our Prophet (PBUH) says in the meaning of: “How could Du’a from such a person be answered? “.
And such is also the fate of those who persist in disobedience of the rules of Allah (SWT); always denied opportunities of worship, always denied the companionship of pious friends, pushed away from circles of Qiyyam and circles of worship, always perceiving worship as heavy burden; incapable of bearing any patience toward fasting or standing at night in Qiyyam for the sake of Allah. Such persistence in disobedience can only deepen the separation from Allah and sever the ties between the servant and his Creator. And should a servant’s ties with his Creator be broken then too opportunities for good deeds will be broken, and the Angels will no longer have a reason to make Istighfar for such a servant as Allah (SWT) says in Surat Ghafir:7-8:
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الَّذِينَ يَحْمِلُونَ الْعَرْشَ وَمَنْ حَوْلَهُ يُسَبِّحُونَ بِحَمْدِ رَبِّهِمْ وَيُؤْمِنُونَ بِهِ وَيَسْتَغْفِرُونَ لِلَّذِينَ
آمَنُوا رَبَّنَا وَسِعْتَ كُلَّ شَيْءٍ رَحْمَةً وَعِلْمًا فَاغْفِرْ لِلَّذِينَ تَابُوا وَاتَّبَعُوا سَبِيلَكَ وَقِهِمْ عَذَابَ الْجَحِيمِ
رَبَّنَا وَأَدْخِلْهُمْ جَنَّاتِ عَدْنٍ الَّتِي وَعَدْتَهُم[image: image8.png]


 الآية [غافر:7، 8].
In the meaning of:

“Those who sustain the Throne (of Allah. and those around it Sing Glory and Praise to their Lord; believe in Him; and implore Forgiveness for those who believe: "Our Lord! Thy Reach is over all things, in Mercy and Knowledge. Forgive, then, those who turn in Repentance, and follow Thy Path; and preserve them from the Penalty of the Blazing Fire!”
We must therefore welcome this blessed month with repentance and Istighfar; with leaving behind all that is Haraam and avoiding sins; with sincerity in worship and in seeking out good deeds; with the true intention to follow the Sunna of our Prophet (PBUH) and the genuine will necessary to deserve the fruits of this blessed month.
We must welcome this blessed month also through charity and by seeking out to deepen our understanding of our Deen, to learn the best ways of worship, to enrich our spiritual and social lives, and to recognize and take advantage of all the opportunities for good deeds however small. It would indeed be an irreplaceable loss if a servant were to look back at lost opportunities of worship and say “If only I knew then, if only I took advantage of such opportunity and such opportunity”.
These are some of the benefits of Ramadan and some reminders to all who desire to gain the best from such a blessed month. May Allah make us live long enough to reap the benefits of Ramadan, and may Allah make us of those whose deeds He accepts during Ramadan and outside of Ramadan; and may Allah lead us to and make easy for us the best of deeds and rewards during Ramadan and outside of Ramadan. Ameen.

